
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS 

CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

A regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, July 8, 2019, by Mayor Louis Theros, at 90 Kerby Road, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Michigan. 

Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem James C. Farquhar, Councilmembers Sierra Leone 
Donaven, John J. Gillooly, Joe Ricci and Lev Wood. 

Absent: None. 

Also Present: Shane Reeside, City Manager; Derrick Kozicki, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager; 
Debra Peck Lichtenberg, City Controller/Treasurer; Daniel Jensen, Director of Public Safety; John 
Hutchins, Deputy Director of Public Safety; Matthew Baka, Director of Public Service; William T. 
Burgess, City Attorney; and John Jackson, City Planner.  

Council held a moment of silence in honor of Councilman Peter Waldmeir who passed away on 
June 28, 2019. 

Mayor Theros led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Council considered the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on June 10, 2019. 

Mayor Theros motioned to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on June 
10, 2019. Motion carried. 

Council heard a presentation by Allen Lowenthal regarding the Grosse Pointe Chapter of the 
Kiwanis Club. 

Council heard a presentation by Dan Jensen, Public Safety Director honoring Brandon Flaherty, Pier 
Park Lifeguard for a life-saving act. 

Council held a Public Hearing for a proposed amendment to the Planned Unit Development at 360 
Moselle Place (Tennis House). 

The following documents were provided to the City Council: 1) Memorandum from Public Service 
Director, Matthew Baka entitled, “360 Moselle Pl. - Public Hearing for PUD amendment” dated July 
1, 2019; 2) Letter from City Planner John Jackson entitled, “Tennis House PUD Plan Amendment” 
dated June 27, 2019; and 3) Site Plan entitled, “360 Moselle Place, The Tennis House” dated April 
26, 2019. 

Chip Berschback Esq., agent for ANK Enterprises and Matt Kornmeier, Director of Property 
Management for ANK Enterprises, gave a presentation regarding the proposed amendment to the 
Planned Unit Development at 360 Moselle Place (Tennis House). 
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Gillooly noted that the applicant stated the Tennis House structure was unsound and asked for 
clarification. 

Mr. Kornmeier stated that the building was professionally inspected and a determination was made 
that the structure needed to be demolished. 

Mayor Theros asked if there was a landscaping plan for the amended Planned Unit Development. 

Mr. Kornmeier stated that a landscaping plan has been provided to Council. 

Wood asked if there was a maintenance agreement for landscaping. 

Mr. Kornmeier stated that the maintenance of the property is prescribed in the condominium 
association documents. 

Wood asked if the already built condominiums have been adequately landscaped. 

Public Service Director Baka stated that the applicant has kept nearly all of the original trees and 
added approximately 125 plants and shrubs. 

Ricci asked the applicant who was responsible for snow plowing. 

Mr. Kornmeier stated that winter maintenance of the Planned Unit Development is completely 
handled by private contractors through the condominium association. 

Mayor Theros opened public comment at 7:20 p.m. 

City Clerk Kozicki stated that no written comment was received. 

Anne Wuerfel of 363 Belanger spoke and wanted to know when the Tennis House structure would 
be demolished. 

Mr. Kornmeier, through the Mayor, stated that the structure would be demolished before August 
2019. 

Mayor Theros closed public comment at 7:23 p.m. 

Wood motioned, Gillooly seconded to approve the amended Tennis House PUD and Site Plan at 
360 Moselle Place submitted by the applicant, ANK Enterprises, Inc.  The applicant has determined 
that the original historic Tennis House structure is not capable of supporting the planned residential 
developments.  Instead the applicant wishes to demolish the Tennis House structure and replace it 
with two stand-alone single-family condominium-style residential structures accessed by a cul-de-sac 
with four visitor’s parking spaces and new landscaping. 

Council’s decision to approve this amended PUD and site plan is based upon the McKenna report 
to Matthew Baka dated June 27, 2019; a memo from Matthew Baka to Derrick Kozicki dated July 1, 
2019; the applicant’s site plans dated May 24, 2019; and the applicant’s landscape plan dated July 5, 
2019. 

Approval of this PUD and site plan amendment is subject to the following conditions: 1) The new 
site plan is amended to include two new stand-alone family style condominium-style residences: 2) 
No more than four visitor parking spaces is allowed; 3) New landscaping as shown in the submitted 



landscape plan; and 4) Past plan submissions included typical building elevations and home designs 
and the developer will build similarly designed homes on the two new sites. 

Furthermore, Council finds the following: 1) The new homes will be compatible with the design of 
the adjacent homes; 2) The new plans show a land use that is consistent with the low-density 
development pattern that is characteristic of Moselle Place; 3) The new plans reuse and improve the 
existing site; 4) The new plans’ proposed uses are consistent with the City’s adopted Master Plan; 5) 
The amended landscape plans clearly shows how the open spaces will be preserved and how natural 
features will be enhanced; 6) The new plan will create fewer car trips from the site and a hazardous 
traffic pattern will not be created; 7) The new plans do not primarily use the PUD to avoid the 
application of standard residential density, area, open space, bulk, height or use restrictions; and 8) 
The new plan benefits the public through less need for essential city services like fire, police and 
storm water runoff. YES: Theros, Farquhar, Donaven, Gillooly, Ricci and Wood; NO: None; 
Absent: None. Motion Carried. 

Council considered an appeal by Beaumont Urgent Care regarding the denial of a sign permit at 
18700 Mack Avenue that was tabled at the June 10, 2019 Regular Council Meeting until July 8, 2019. 

The following documents were provided to the City Council: 1) Memorandum from Public Service 
Director, Matthew Baka entitled, “18700 Mack Ave., Beaumont Urgent Care signage request” dated 
May 30, 2019; 2) Letter from City Planner John Jackson entitled, “18700 Mack Avenue” dated June 
4, 2019; and 3) Site Plan entitled, “Beaumont Urgent Care-Grosse Pte. Farms” dated May 9, 2019. 

Ed Phillips, owner of Phillips Sign and Lighting was present on behalf of Beaumont Urgent Care 
and gave a brief presentation on the proposed signage. 

Ricci requested that the rear employee entrance be painted the same color of the body of the 
building so it would blend in and be less noticeable to neighbors. 

Mayor Theros opened public comment at 7:40 p.m. 

City Clerk Kozicki stated there was not written public comment received. 

Andrew Dervan of 306 Fisher asked how much larger is the proposed rear sign than what is allowed 
by the ordinance. 

Public Service Director Baka stated the sign was 22.6 square feet larger than what is allowed by the 
ordinance. 

Mayor Theros closed public comment at 7:41 p.m. 

Gillooly motioned, Farquhar seconded to authorize Administration to grant the sign permit at 18700 
Mack Avenue based on the documents provided by the Public Service Director, Planning 
Consultant and Applicant contingent upon the sign meeting the following dimensions: 1) The sign 
located on the eastside of the building (rear) shall not exceed 27.9 square feet and or be illuminated; 
2) The sign located on the south side of the building shall not exceed 8 square feet; 3) The sign 
located on the west side of the building shall not exceed 46 square feet; 4) there shall be no signage 
on the north side of the building. YES: Theros, Farquhar, Donaven, Gillooly, Ricci and Wood; NO: 
None; Absent: None. Motion Carried. 



Council held a discussion regarding the Council vacancy. 

Council considered the following four items on the Consent Agenda. 

a. Consideration of a request from Councilman Lev Wood to appoint Brian Wesley Trammel 
to the Beautification Advisory Commission for a term ending June 2022. 

b. Consideration of a request from the City Controller/Treasurer to enter into a two year 
agreement with Midwest Employers Casualty for excess worker’s compensation insurance. 

c. Consideration of the annual SMART Municipal and Community Credit Contract for FY 
2020. 

d. Consideration of a request from the Finance Director to approve June 2019 invoices. 
 
Ricci motioned, Wood seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 

Council held public comment. 

State Representative Joe Tate provided Council with an update regarding the State of Michigan’s 
annual budget process. 

Mayor Theros adjourned the regular meeting at 8:05 p.m. 

 
   

Derrick Kozicki, City Clerk Louis Theros, Mayor 
 

 


